ARE YO0 6N TRACK?

Take the following self-quiz to determine if
you as a church school teacher are "on
track." It is taken from "Keeping Your
Program From Derailing," by Faith Tyson,
Children's Ministry Magazine, May/June
1994.

Choose one answer.

1.  Why are you working with children?
a. Because no one else will do it. 0.
b. Because someone asked me.
c. Because this is my ministry.

2. How is your spiritual life?

a. | manage to pray before meals
sometimes.
b. 1 have my ups and downs.
c. I'm excited about serving God, and
I'm growing spiritually.
3. Do you have goals for yourself and your 10.
kids?

a. No, I never thought about it.
b. Yes, but | need to focus more on them.
c. Yes, | know exactly where we're
heading and how we'll get there.
4. Do you understand the age and spiritual
maturity of children in your class?
a. No, I never thought it really made a
difference.
b. Yes, but I'm not sure what difference
it makes in my ministry.
c. Yes, | take advantage of learning all |
can about these factors.
5. Do you use different teaching methods in
order to reach different learning styles?
a. I'm best at teaching the same way all
the time.
b. What's a learning style?
c. Yes, | use different approaches in
teaching.
6. Do you build relationships with the
children by showing interest in them
individually?

a. Who has time? .

b. Idon't know how.
C. I enjoy the kids and care for them
as individuals.
7. Do you build in time for response during
your lessons?
a. Not unless my curriculum says to.

b. How exactly do I do that?

c. lalways have time for kids to
respond.

Do you seek to know where children are

in their faith development?

a. That's such a private matter.

b. If it comes up, we talk about it.

c. lalways give children time to talk
about their faith and how it relates to
their life.

Do you have a plan to reach out to other

kids to get them involved in your class?

a. I'm not very good at that kind of
stuff.

b. I depend on the kids to ask other
kids.

C. I'm currently in touch with several
kids to encourage them to join our
class.

Do you have a discipline plan that
works well in your class?

a. You bet | do! And kids are afraid
for me to use it!

b. Not really. But things seem to be
working okay.

C. Yes. We have a few rules for
our class, and | enforce
consequences consistently.

SCORING

If you marked mostly "c,” congratulations.
You're on the right track most of the time.
Keep on moving and remember to look to
God, the Engineer, to help you change
kids' lives.

If you marked mostly "b," you probably
feel sidetracked some of the time. Pull
your train into the station for retooling
with consistent teacher training.

If you marked mostly "a," you may feel
you're about to derail. And you're not
alone. This is how most teachers feel.
Choose one or two areas you'd like to
grow in and ask your Sunday school
coordinator or pastor to help you become
stronger in those areas.



