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Dear Parish Family,

“Come and see the Christ who is Lord and Master of all things, who today by Symeon 
to the Temple now is brought.”

Each February we are offered the opportunity to reflect on this text from the Matins 
service for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, which we celebrate on February 
2nd.

After reading that some of us may be thinking, “from the what service, Father?”  The 
Matins service.

How many of us are aware that, before we Come to Church for Divine Liturgy at 
9:30am, there has already been an hour of worship?  Each Sunday two talented 
groups of chanters, comprised of men and women of varying ages, chant hymns and 
read prayers.  The service of Matins, also known as Orthros, is not only musically 
stunning, but it is the ultimate experience in Christian education.

Our songful morning begins with a musical reminder that God became man for us.  
We hear stirring melodies about the myrrh bearing women encountering an angel at 

the Lord’s empty tomb.  There are readings and hymns about the Saints being commemorated that day.  Did you 
know that every day is somebody’s Name Day?  There are hymns about the current season of the Church year.  
And each Sunday we hear a musical proclamation of the Resurrection of Christ and His victory over death.  And 
no two Matins services are the same.

Can you imagine that much opportunity for education, prayer, and beautiful singing in just one hour?  It happens 
every Sunday from 8:30-9:30.  This week, arrive a little earlier than usual.  Experience some of this service.  Your 
cantors are warmed up and ready.  All you need to do is #ComeToChurchForMatins

See you at Church! 
Fr. Dean Kokanos



 PARISH COUNCIL  MEETING MINUTES -  December 12,  2023

GOOD SAMARITANS
Packing and Distribution needs your clean plastic grocery bags.

PLEASE drop them off at church.

As always, the minutes in The Voice are edited for length.
Minutes in full are available on the table outside of Fr. Dean’s office.

Members Present:
Fr. Dean Kokanos and Fr. Nicholas Manuel
Christina Barry  Jonathon Bollas Maria Detorakis Mike Detorakis
Penny Dickos Elena Economou-Zwisler  Bill Farmakidis Angela Jumbert 
Christina Manousos John Matheos Christopher Morris  Susan Pappas  
Christine Salem Denis Van Doros  Maria Williams

Members Absent:
Mary O’Connor Nicholas Stavrakis Gus Tsesmelis  

1.)    Priest Report:  FRDK Thank you for being here.  Ministries are proceeding as scheduled.   
 Elections reports have been submitted to the Metropolis.  Oath of Office Jan. 7.
2.)    President Report:  Review of projects to be included in upcoming campaign.   
 Please see unabridged minutes for complete listing.
3.)    Treasurer Report:

 December 2023  Actual Budget Account Balances 

 Income $725,000 $741,100 General Operating $45,000
 Expenses $761,100 $758,000 General Savings $100,000
 Profit/Loss ($36,100) ($16,900) Payroll $4,000 
 
 Presented 2024 Budget - Motion to Accept: Christina Barry; Second: Maria Williams. Carries. 

4.] New Business: “Traditional Roofing” is doing work on the slate roof.  Estimate is $1,988.   
 Van Doros: Motion to not exceed $2000.  Second by Williams.  Carries.

5.] Stewardship:  Economou-Zwisler - 2023 396 Pledges, $670K.  2022: 376 Pledges, $595K.   
  Stewardship Sunday is this coming week.  Please turn in cards by Pascha. 

6.]  Financial:  Van Doros - $899,000 in trust fund.  Building - $161,000

7.] Building and Grounds: Canopy Light was fixed by the hall doors.

8.] Security and Ushering:  Barry - Working to set up Alice Training in February.

9.] Social Media/Communications:  Pappas – Vasilopita dance tickets on sale.

10.]  Hall:  Bollas check received on December 5th.  Total revenue for the past year $18K 
  FRDK requested a light coffee hour on Christmas morning.

11.] Technology:  Tithe.ly will be discontinued at the end of the calendar year.

12.] Youth: Youth Safety course needs to be completed by newly elected PC members.  

13.] Outreach/Ministries: Matheos: Shannon Pangas for doing the Loads of Love last night, which was the   
 highest one yet (est. 18-20 families).  After church on Sunday, cooking for the Thanksgiving hot meal.

14.] Good of the Community: Thank you to: Christina Manousos.  Dinner was delicious.   
  Susan Papas for her years of service.  Barry: Fill A Seat for the holidays program.



AXIOS
A Christmas to
Remember  2023 
 
A big thank you from our AHEPA chapter and from 
the Annunciation goes out to all our parishioners who 
displayed the love and generosity of the season by 
providing huge piles of festively-wrapped Christmas 
gifts to fulfill the Christmas wish lists of the nearly 90 
families spending their holiday season as residents of 

goods, these gifts were visible evidence of the love 
and joy expressed to those less fortunate than us and 
helped us all remember the real reasons we celebrate 
Christ’s birth.
Through the energy of AHEPA President Brian Brady, 
the organizational skills and dedication of Shelly 
Partis, and the great support and encouragement 
of Father Dean, we have seen this heart-warming 
project grow from its start in 2022, and we will all be 
looking forward to even greater generosity and love for 
“Christmas to Remember- 2024”.
“AXIOS” to all our amazing parish for exemplifying the 
true spirit of the season in such a beautiful way!

the Battered Women’s Shelter and the 19 homeless 
veterans living at Valor Home. 
Ranging from TVs and microwaves to toys, games, 
clothing, personal care items, and a variety of home 

   LOADS OF LOVE: A Laundry Love Ministry    

Second Monday 
of Every Month at 5-7 pm

2024 
February 12 

March 11
We willl help pay for washing, drying, and detergent.
LIMITED:   
Two Washers per person / Four Washers per family.

LOCATION:  
1713 W. Exchange St., Akron

Y O U T H

February 11
GOYA Fireside Chat  

at the Avouris home 
4:30-6:30pm

February 9
JOY Night

at Annunciation Church
6pm



PAPA GYRO DAY

2pm Good
Samaritans
TABLE

FEBUARY 2024  
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

11am-2pm 
Gyro Luncheon

11am 
OCW - Library

830am Matins
930am Liturgy
Presentation of the 
Lord in the Temple

4:30pm 
YAL Vespers  and 
St. Kyranna’s 
cooking class

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

830am Matins
930am Liturgy

11:15am Adult Ed.

9am 
Philoptochos 
Workshop 
Koulourakia and 
Paximathia

7pm 
Men’s BBall

9am - Philoptochos 
Workshop 
Koulourakia and 
Paximathia

11am Rotary Club

6pm Philoptochos 
Board Meeting

8pm HUMS Book 
study - ZOOM

8am Gyro Prep

6pm GOYA BBall

630pm Choir 
Rehearsal

11am-2pm 
Gyro Luncheon

5pm 
Outreach 
Hot Meal

7pm 
OCF

6pm
JOY Night

1pm Good 
Samaritan 
Packing
 
9

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

830am Matins 
930am Liturgy 
VALENTINE’S
Coffee Hour

11:15am Adult Ed.
11:45 am Special 
General Assembly
430pm GOYA 
Fireside Chat

  

1130am 
GOLDEN GREEKS 
Luncheon Mtg

5pm 
Loads of Love 

7pm 
Men’s BBall

9am Quilting

11am Rotary Club

530pm
Parish Council

730am 
Good 
Samaritans 
 
8am Gyro Prep

6pm GOYA BBall

630pm Choir 
Rehearsal

11am-2pm 
Gyro Luncheon

430pm 
YAL Vespers
and Social - Atrium
Annunciation

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

830am Matins 
930am Liturgy

11:15am Adult Ed.

6:30pm COCA Mtg 
St. Demetrios 

7pm 
Men’s BBall

11am Rotary Club

6pm
Men’s Club

8am Gyro Prep

630pm Choir 
Rehearsal

11am-2pm 
Gyro Luncheon

7pm 
OCF

25 26 27 28 29

830am Matins
930am Liturgy

11:15am Adult Ed. 

NO Men’s BBall

9am - Philoptochos 
Workshop 
Kourambiethes

11am Rotary Club

8am Gyro Prep

630pm Choir 
Rehearsal

11am-2pm 
Gyro Luncheon

Special Needs Mini Retreat 
St. Nicholas - Youngstown

GOYA BBall Tourny - Holy Trinity, Pgh

GOYA BBall



A N N U N C I A T I O N

PHILOPTOCHOS
SPRING BAKE SALE

MARCH 27 & 28

To All Philoptochos Members and Prospective Members!   
What a BEEEEZy few months it has been!  Our wonderful, thoughtful and dedicated chapter has 
accomplished so much!  Thank-you to all of you for your tireless efforts!

2024 has started with a great deal of enthusiasm and work and 
most especially our drive to renew and ask all of you who are not 
members of Philoptochos to join us!  Basiliki Hay is our Membership 
Chairman.  Please see Basiliki for a membership form any Sunday 
after church at her table in our church’s social hall and become a 

member of our chapter.  Our membership drive will be all of 
January and February and our next General Members Meeting  
will be on Wednesday, March 20th at 6PM.  Our membership  
dues are $35. The best monies you will spend in the name of 
helping others.
PLEASE JOIN US!!!!!!! We would love to have you as a member  
of our “HIVE”.
Have a great day,
Georgia Stathopoulos, president

P H I L O P T O C H O S

Y O U T H
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Jeanne Thomarios
Professional Real Estate Service
For Buyers and Sellers Since 1999
330-714-5556
jeannethomarios@howardhanna.com
 2603 W. Market St.
 Ste 100
 Akron, OH 44313
 330-836-9300

 DELTA
 ASPHALT
 COMPANY, INC.

1286 Eastwood Avenue
Tallmadge, OH 44278

Office: 330-633-2506
Fax: 330-376-7595

Compliments Of
 

 William A. Papas, lutc
 Agency Principal

  (330) 836-1234

  (330) 864-4388 fax

  Bill@WallhavenGroup.com

  www.WallhavenGroup.com

 The Wallhaven Building
  1650 W. Market St., Ste. 21
  Akron, OH 44313

Rose Hill
Funeral Home & Burial Park

 • Flexible event space   • Celebration of Life center
 • Large capacity chapel   • Veterans cemetery section

330-665-1700 • www.dignitymemorial.com
 3653 W. Market St.
 Akron, OH 44333 MEMORIAL

Burial
Cremation

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME  
Kelly Sweeney

ksweeney@4LPi.com
(800) 477-4574 x6371
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On-Site Dialysis Care
330 Broadway Street East, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221

330.945.9797
FallsVillageSNR.com

708 Moore Road, Akron, OH 44319

330.409.0345
GreenVillageSNR.com

24/7 Skilled Nursing • Physical, Speech
& Occupational • Private Bathroom

Wi-Fi Access • Flat Screen TV’s

ALL-PRIVATE ROOMS
Committed to providing quality and 

compassionate care.
You can reach us 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. For 

information, tours and admissions, please give us a call

AKRON MONUMENT 
& GRANITE CO.

Helping Families Choose 
Their Monuments Since 1973

590 E Tallmadge Ave.

330-252-1746
JIM LEONE- OWNER

www.akronmonumentgranite.com

 Elizabeth Z. Bartz Elizabeth Z. Bartz
 President and CEO

80 South Summit St., Ste. 100
Akron, Ohio  44308

330-761-9960 Phone330-761-9960 Phone
ebartz@stateandfed.com

www.stateandfed.com

 Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

 Nikki Konstand Relic
 Mega Million Dollar Producer, ABR, CSP, CRS
 3480 W. Market St. • Ste. 103 • Akron, OH
 Direct: (330) 835-4600 
 E-mail: nikki.k.relic@gmail.com
 Website: Nikkirelic.com

Tom Wackerly:
330-697-5561

www.theKcompany.com

Stacy Billow, Charles Billow,
Nathanael Billow

A Tradition of Dignity and Respect Since 1875
Fairlawn • Cuyahoga Falls • (330) 867-4141 • www.billowfuneralhomes.com



LUNCH
MEETING

Monday Feb. 12 @ 11:30am
Speaker: Sheri Bevan Walsh

RSVP to Shelly Partis
(330) 607-7973
by Feb. 5th

Annunciation Buffet Room

REMINDER:
Please submit your

2024
STEWARDSHIP

PLEDGE
CARD


